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Map 9.1  Nordic Countries
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five national parliaments in the world with 
more than 30% participation by women. 
In 1981 (and again in 1986–1989 and 
1990–1996), the head of Norway’s Labour 
Party, Gro Harlem Brundtland, was Nor-
way’s first woman prime minister. In 2003, 
Finland became the first country in Europe 
to have women serving as prime minister 
and president at the same time. Social and 
gender equality in the Nordic countries has 
developed with increasing proportions of 
women in politics. 

It is not surprising that these countries 
have adopted gender equality and women’s 
empowerment as national policies. Con-
sultative rather than confrontational poli-
tics focus political competition on issues. 
The Nordic countries have legislated equal 

rights, inexpensive child care, free contraception and abortion, and parental leave policies. The wom-
en’s movement now addresses the issues of wage differences, job segregation, violence against women, 
the environment, and peace (Borchorst, Christensen, & Raaum, 1999). 

Finnish Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen and the ministers of 
his new government in Helsinki, Finland, April 19, 2007
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